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j NOD I S/HARVAN/DOUBLE PLUS ; . ' ! 

f'| # ’i«, ACCORDANCE WITH AUTHORIZATION CONTAINED IN* STATE- 
1-256065, WE-MET WITH XU AN THUY AND HA VAN LAU' ; 

I-FOR 1-1/4 HOURS, INCLUDING TEAMORNING OCT*. 17. 
t NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. DEPUTY NGUYEN MINH IVY, TWO NOTETAKERS ‘ • 

|and an interpreter were also present or THEIR’side* 

OEGROPONTE ON OURS. • -• 

T'2, : WE SAJD-TftAT SINCE'WE HAD LAST MET WE HAD FURTHER . 
fCONFIRMED THAT THERE HAD BEEN A REAL- MISUNDERSTANDING .AS TO • 
:lTHE TIMING OF THE NEXT MEETING'AFTER THE CESSATION 
: :0F BOMBING. OUR GOVERNMENT 'HAD' ASSUMED THAT THE DRV 
"SIDE’S SUGGESTION TO MEET-ONE DAY AFTER THE CESSATION ;QF .. 
^BOMBING WOULD APPLY TO ANY-MEETING, INCLUDING A-MEETING 
|AT WHICH REPRESENTATIVES OF THE GVN AND THE NLF 
•WOULD BE PRESENT. WE SAID.THAT OUR GOVERNMENT HAD BEEN.RE¬ 
ASSURED BY .THE DRV'SIDE’S-EXPRESSION OF WILLINGNESS TO 
•‘MEET THE DAY- AFTER A BOMBING CESSATION. AND WE HAD • 

^FURTHER ASSUMED THAT THE DRV HAD ALREADY COMMUNICATED WITH TK: 
: NLF AND RECEIVED ITS AGREEMENT TO- MEET AT AN EARLY DATE, 

-IN FACT THE DAY AFTER•THE:CESSATION OF BOMBING. 

- ^ . 
f ^ * •. # 

f3. WE SAID IT THEREFORE CAME AS A REAL SURPRISE TO'US 
/•‘WHEN THUY'HAD NOT BEEN ABLE TO SAY WHEN' WE WOULD MEET. 

$• HAVING EXPLAINED THE MISUNDERSTANDING, WE SAID THAT THE 
| QUESTION OF MEETING THE DAY AFTER THE CESSATION OF BOMBING 
l-WAS NOT AS RIGID AS WE HAD ORIGINALLY INDICATED IT WOULD BE. 
i BUT OUR GOVERNMENT MUST HAVE A. FIXED : DATE FOR A 
V MEETING AFTER THE CESSATION AND, IF THE DRV SIDE GIVES 
f. US A FIXED DAY'FOR THE MEETING, WE COULD ASSURE ’ 

• THEM THAT- THE BOMBING WOULD STOP TWO OR THREE DAYS BEFORE 
■THAT DATE. WE SAID WE WERE GOING INTO THIS DETAIL SO THAT . 
"THERE WON’T BE-A MISUNDERSTANDING IN* HANOI. IT":'."-'V -r ' 
WOULD BE A- TRAGEDY IF FURTHER MISUNDERSTANDINGSI v: • 
L.OOOUR.:m:RE??ECT.,IO..,.T.KIS. MATTER 

• CrpprT - .... •■-vH.v’t 
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• ■'4. WE SAID .WE HOPED THAT THUY WOULD 'COMMUNICATE WHAT WE.HAD 

• "'SAID TO HIS GOVERNMENT IN EXTENSO. ' • 


r 


5.' THUY SAID THAT..AT,THE TIME OF OUR .OCTOBERS5.MEETING 
; TH£ DRV! HAD7.N0T KNOWN WHETHER .THE .TiS .WOULD STOP'-THE BOMBING 
. IF THE “DRV "AGREED; TO 'GVN PARTICIPATION. AND 'THEY-HAD -NOT 
v AR R A N G E D VIT H ?T H £' N L F A DEFINITE vSCHEDULE FOR A -MEETING , 

\ WE SAID -THAT THIS .FACT CONTRIBUTED TO THE. MISUNDERSTANDING, 


r- -• 


Is, THUY SAID THAT PREVIOUSLY WE'HAD TOLD THE DRV SIDE 
iTHAT THE BOMBING WOULD STOP 24 HOURS'BEFORE A FIXED DATE' 
•FOR A MEETING BETWEEN THE FOUR PARTIES. NOW WE SAY THAT." 
tIT WOULD BE TWO OR THREE DAYS. THEREFORE, THUY SAID, THERE 
|NOT MUCH DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE TWO PROPOSALS, ' 

•WE DISPUTED THIS. WE SAID-WHAT OUR GOVERNMENT WANTS-TO 
(KNOW IS ; THAT THERE WILL BE A MEETING AND THAT IT WILL 
;BE HELD PROMPTLY'--TWO OR THREE DAYS AFTER THE BOMBING 
jIS STOPPED. . THERE DOES /NOT SEEM. TO.US TO 8E . ANY REASON FOB 
(DELAY. \ . ..■ .= • .' * - ... • L 

7, THUY SAID THAT ON OCTOVER IS HE HAD COMMUNICATED TO ", 
;KANOI IN EXTENSO :THE MEMORANDUM■: WE HAD HANDED TO HIM AT 
tKE TEA BREAK."THUY SAID.THAT AFTER .RECEIVING OUR . 
MEMORANDUM HE-WAS AFRAID THAT HANOI'S VIEWS MIGHT CHANGE. 
jWHAT-WOULD BE THE’NATURE OF- THIS -.CHANGE?.. AS THUY HAD . 

(SAID YESTERDAY.- Af THE 'TEA iBREAK,•••..•. •• .-v>v!'-:!>. • 

[HARRIMAN i ~*~' ' ; 
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F N0DIS/HARVAN/D0U3LE PLUS, • 

* • * • : * * 

••**.*.. • .V • ' . 


rDELTO 840 ' •• * 

-I'TiariirR tup NLF STEPS UP ITS-ATTACK'AGAINST US _ ■ 

|pO$ITIONS IB SOTTH VIETNAM. THE.-us CLAMORS THAT m ri£ . • 

'i NLF .IS LAUNCHING ATTACKS-WHILE TALKS AKE^GQlN^ ^ ^ 

5A»B WKEII-THERE..-IS A R|tA LU 0()g 

.'IS WEAK AND CANNOT ATTACK .. Al ins DRV SIDE 

»T5 U L C ?X&*E??i7bUTWENTHE DR^HMS GOODWILL, THEN . . 

' States RAISES ANOTHER DEMAND. THIS, THUY ' 

f THE n UNITED STATES RAISES »»“ - 3£ HANOI'S'ATTITUDE. 

f?2s?’fs THE US WILL RAISE MORE AND.MORE•CONDITIONS. - . , 

rtOTmi’TMIS.-Wwfi SElHV ««» ™}™f?- |T ;. - 

Explanation and.thuy-said he would> report it. . 

k • • , : . • • ’ 

«??. AS * - * : 

L , aw cat n• WF• HAD A-FEW QUESTIONS.. AT. THE TEA BREAK . 
? "vc*cTrPTAy I ^AFTER RECEIVING OUR MEMORANDUM* XUAN THUY 

I5???$pressed Iome views a»d,‘lau said* he felt that 

. fTHOSE’ VIEWS .HAVE. GREAT J^?^ AN $L B UNITEO STATES A '• 

-'|:XHE SUBSTANCE OF- THE E T F0R U A I MEEGING BEFORE THE 

" IceIsaTION OF-IoMSlNd IS A CONDITIONAL ONE- WHICH RUNS -COUNTER 
: llO.-..THE ; .UNiX£D,'vSTAT.E jS. 1 .AFFIRMA.T.ION,..THAT, V IT..ACCc.P,TSJT. _ .... 
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.2- PARIS 22579, OCTOBER 17, SECTION'TWO OF THESE ' » ■. 

;OUR MEMORANDUM. . : '• . • ‘ . ' , • •. ' 

SwlS»»r '■' 

[changed MUCH- SY WHAT WE HAD SAID -I A ?c ft Irwi^RECIPROCITY 

[DIFFERENCE OF A'F£W-l>AYS/-ANDjrHtR IS-ALWAYS.RECIPROCITY ^ 

[involved .in the cessation-of sombin.lau asked to have 

[our VIEWS ON'WHAT THUY HAD SAID VESTERDAY. V mqT SeIn*CLEARED 

[there IS' A'MISUNDERSTANDING,'I i..HAS STILL NOT SEEN CLtAMty 

In i?c ©rDftsrn iiiF waNTD TO MAKE CLEAR THAT THE MISUNDERr 

l“§ Ke^cf? K J? »“ T * 0 »’Ii«ous 

?2?K's ioULD FOLLOW THE CESSATION OF 80K8INE. OjJR GOVERNMENT 
fftKE PLACE ONE DAY. AFTER 'ME 'CES.SATI08:.0.F S0^3L(ia._THE» - 
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'Inodis/harvan/double-plus .. , • > 

( WE m • KA»• W«e «USS 10 MjABOUT THEMEaNINS OTStttOUS j 

[8lsS“n8T*Swii«VtHS ^K^F.SooISFuLo i! 1 

LSifKSs fiSRs ^ 1 i ■ 

wa IES ■ 

If.-TN MOVING-’TO SERIOUS TALKS* ..... 

• * * 

• -nirt, cm TUAT HE uOULD- REPORT OUR ADDITIONAL VlEyS 
M2. THUY SAID THAT HE WULU Ktr SOME ADDITIONAL ' 

r-.TO HANOI IMMEDIATELY.. TH? nNI T E n STATES 

^•QUESTIONS FOR CLARIFIOATI ' ♦ _ question OF ARRANGING 

{STOPS THE MJWIM. HOW «L- THE j®°“ E V e A SoER. 

!oF R Q SeStToNS E IM THll r1saId L JkIOH TKS US AND DRV SIDES 
i2ncS“n?«USS FIRST. -FOR EXAMPLE,. THE -US RAD SAID 

ItHAT-’ AFTER THE FOUR-PARTY NEGOTIATIONS mEREST 

. {'THERE WOULD STILL BE MAJJ E 5frtr°nPU THERE IS A1 SO THE QUESTION 

' between united s J£jffLfS5°TinN D at'tke moment-ms. harriman 

- OF THE "ANK OF$MUTED REP-RESENTAT1VES OF . 
|AND MR. VANCE ARE THE PERSONALJ'^“' esn " tjve 0F HIS 

;THE PRESIDENT. j^N THU «* NK 0 p a MINISTER, W-ILL THE U.S, . 

•-{GOVERNMENT.AMD 'OR WILL ITS REPRESENTATION . 

•REPRESENTATION REMAIN S^I’for THE NLF AND'THE SAIGON. 

' fe£ AT THEMINISTER1AL- LEVEL? AS^FOR^THE^NLF^ANU^ih^^^ ^ 

•■•• GOVERNMENT, THUY SAID, W ‘ T ,,t, L THEY BE.'THE. SAME. AS • • 

;?■ If. m-S?8? A»-THB DRV‘ OR WILD. THEY.SIMPU be called , 

•' iREPRESENATIVIES? j ' - iV : -.7 ;! ■ ‘.■ 
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•-2- PARIS 22579, OCTOBER 17,'.SECTION THREE OF THREE 


i. « 


fit. we’REPLIED THAT WE WERE THE PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
for THE PRESIDENT' AND w£ WOULD REMAIN AS SUCH WHEN SERIOUS 
rTALKS BEGAN. THERE- WOULD'3£ NO CHANGE."WE SAID WE WERE 
^ALREADY HOLDINO TALKS WITH THUY HOLDING THE RANK OF MINISTER, 
^AND WE "WERE ACTING AS PERSONA'L “REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PRESIDENT 
Se SAID WE DIDN’T THINK THIS WAS AN IMPORTANT-MATTER.- WE 
(ADDED. 'OF COURSE,.'THAT IF .WE DID NOT CONCLUDE .A SETTLEMENT . 
BEFORE JANUARY 22’> WE- COULD.. NOT SPEaK -FOR THE. NEW PRESIDENT. 

i ; M. thuy said then the drv -can take*it that harrima.n and 

'VANCE WILL REPRESENT THE.U.S, AT TH.E FOUR-PaRTY '.CONFERENCE. 

;WE REPLIED AFFIRMATIVELY. *wE SaID v)E ACCEPTED .THAT .THERE 
SiLLiBE'MATTERS OF PURELY BILATERAL INTEREST, 

'AND ■ WE' 'HAVE INDICATED. IN THE-PaST THAT WE WOULD BE WILLING 
TO CONTINUE'PRIVATE DISCUSSIONS WITH THE’ DRV • SIDE ON 
SUCH" QUESTIONS.- THE PLENARY'SESSIONS, HOWEVER, WOULD INCLUDE 
THE FOUR PARTIES. THE.DRV SIDE SHOULD RECALL THAT DURING THE 
LAOS CONFERENCE HARRIMAN HaD MET' PRIVaTELY .WlTH 
PUPKIN ALMOST EVERY OTHER DAY AND SULLIVftN USED TO MEET WITH. 
'lAU.' THOSE KINDS. OF'MEETINGS SHOULD BE HELD AS FREQUENTLY AS 
NEEDED." -• •' . 

• « • . . '' ... * 

i- 15, WE THEN' ADJOURNED'.FOR A CUP ; OF TEa-D(jRING WHICH THEY 
"■.' SHOWED CONSIDERABLE INTEREST.''IN : MIRACLE. RICE AND OTHER WESTERN 
P--TECHNICAL DEVELOPMENTS. ..HaRRIMAN-Y.- 
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